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Turin. They were on a visit at the chateau. They
have a son* with an enormous head, and one daughter
who is very handsome. Another sister of Monsieur de
Sellon's is the Duchesse de Clermont-Tonnerre, whom
we see so much of in Paris.

SEPTEMBER 19: CHAMOUNIX

We started early yesterday morning, a glorious day.
Mules met us and we reached here by the T6te Noire
Pass. A most beautiful road. Only one guide. A
very famous one who has made the ascent of Mont Blanc
eleven times. His name is Jacques Balmat. To-day
we have been to the Mer de Glace, a rather fine but dirty
glacier. We remain here till Friday.

SEPTEMBER 20

We have made several more ascents of moderate moun-
tains. My cousins are far more keen on finding some
chamoix to shoot. We saw several; they are very difficult
to approach and I only secured two. I am going to have
one of the heads stuffed as a trophy. The inn is very
modest, good beds, and the food very eatable but simple;
in fact, we are always ravenous, the air gives such splendid
appetite. Very few tourists. Some English, who seem
to be doing the ascents more as a task than a pleasure.
A French honeymoon couple who are most amusing.
They seem to imagine they are quite alone here.

SEPTEMBER 22: GENEVA

I left Chamounix with great regret. The Navilles in-
sisted on our paying them a visit of a few days. I have
been to see my cousins the Diodatis. Lord Byron occu-
pied the villa for several years and wrote several of his
poems there. They tell many funny stories and some very
odd ones about him, not quite fit for my diary.

*TMs boy was the famous Count Cavour who helped to make
united Italy.

9.1 Ramously.
